Diarrhoea in the Mamre community. A preliminary investigation into aspects of diarrhoea in preschoolers.
Risk factors for diarrhoea in preschoolers in a rural environment on the outskirts of Cape Town were evaluated using the case-control design. Methodological problems limited interpretation. Small sample size affected the precision of the results. Questionnaire-based information has shortcomings for measurement of behavioural risk factors. Despite shortcomings, positive associations with diarrhoea were suggested for use of a bottle during weaning (odds ratio 4.24, 95% confidence intervals 0.48-37.1) and small house size (odds ratio 2.13, 95% confidence intervals 0.34-5.40). Previous diarrhoea was found to be a risk factor for repeated diarrhoea.